










stream is very significant.
4) Reduce the over application of fertilizers and pesticides in agricultural production. Set real

istic yield goals, count credits for carryover from previous crop practices and manure applica
tions, and adjust the application downward. Iowa decreased the amount of nitrogen fertilizer
applied to farm land by over one million pounds and still produced their largest crop on
record.

5) Maintain and upgrade individual septic systems. EPA studies have repeatedly indicated that
individual septic systems are the largest single source of groundwater pollution in the U.S.
Properly designed, installed, and maintained septic systems do a much better job of treating
the sewage than improperly designed, installed, or maintained systems.

42) What do you consider the most important message to convey to the public about
groundwater?

That we (everyone who lives, works, or plays in any area) are responsible for protecting

groundwater quality and quantity in that area. It is our past activities that have impacted the

groundwater quality. It is our efforts that will improve or degrade the resource in the future.

Groundwater does not start or stop at property or political boundaries. Groundwater is a
renewable resource that can be managed successfully only by the combined efforts of all people
who affect the resource. "Out of sight" is not out of your water supply and "no person is an
island" . The changes that can be wrought by people working toward a common goal are
unlimited -- as is the potential for damage by thoughtless, short-sighted actions.

The recipe for success is very simple:

1. Learn about how your groundwater system operates.
2. Do all that you as an individual can do to lessen the impact of your activities on

your groundwater system.
3. Share your knowledge and coordinate with your neighbors to extend and

expand the impact ofyour individual efforts.
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